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Question: Compare the construction of gender in two professional athletes, a male and a female, through social media on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter.
Social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram have insinuated individuals' daily lives, interactions, and thoughts in the recent past. They have become popular among sports fans as they can easily access sports activities at any time. These platforms have enabled athletes to create and retain a public image. They give them control over their identity, perpetuate their depiction and power to counteract. Fans consume the latest information from their favorite athletes. Some platforms, such as Twitter, allow athletes to interact with their fans and discuss non-sporting topics. In addition, on Twitter, the athletes may reach out to their fans by asking them their opinions towards some issues as a way f maintain the relationship. Society has set many expectations for male and female athletes. However, gender issues vary across different cultures and countries. This essay compares the construction of gender by analyzing  Serena Williams and Usain St. Leo Bolt’s social media posts that might help break gender stereotypes. 
One of society's expectations of gender is the concept of hegemonic gender roles. Hegemonic masculinity enables men to have and retain their power over women in the community. Male athletes navigate and produce masculinity by portraying practices that have been deemed masculine. Hegemony is linked with the themes of power and domination; hence feminist cannot be associated with hegemonic. However, However, females may try to conform with specific characteristics related to their gender, such as feminism. For example, Serena Williams shared a post, "Black Women's Equal Pay Day" (Twitter, July 31, 2017). This post tries to campaign for equality as the athlete feels that women should be paid equally despite their color. The post by Williams also reveals that women are playing a crucial role as human rights activists. In ancient days, only men were considered vibrant when it comes to the fight for equality among human beings. This post, therefore, inspires women globally, especially black women, to identify their economic rights by agitating for income equality. 
The post by Serena Williams plays a gender role as it tries explicitly to speak on behalf of black women. Moreover, Usain Bolt's post on Twitter with his wife and children shows that he is also a family man apart from his athletic career. He shared a post on Twitter by posting a picture with his family (Twitter, June 20, 2021). Usain shared the image during the world's Father's Day. It shows the masculinity of males as he only announced the news of having the twins during this day precisely. The picture clearly shows that the wife has a significant role in taking care of the kids as the two are next to her, and only one is near Usain. Usain Bolt also posted a picture with the caption "Olympia say Daddy we matching today" (Facebook, October 21, 2021). Based on the picture embedded in this post, it is apparent that the male gender can also take good care of their children. It deconstructs the traditional idea that men usually lack a closer relationship with their children due to work-related issues. Therefore, just like women, men also play a significant role in shaping their respective family dynamics.  
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